
N E W S L E T T E R

Greetings!
This newsletter is a hello and a goodbye. My

name is John Larsen and I’m the new Safe Passage
Grant Coordinator. Suzanne Chavira is taking a new
position, but she will still be around to help and
make sure our discussion
about domestic violence
continues. I have
worked with plural
families in the past
and it is my hope to
continue the good
work started by Suzanne.

Our Safety Net Committee appreciates everyone
who participated in the Town Hall Meeting in Salt
Lake City on March 1. It was a great opportunity to
share some of the progress being made between
polygamous communities and government agencies.

We have also received some great responses about
the last newsletter and our efforts to reach out to plural
families in Utah and Arizona. Here are some examples:

“You have chosen to open yourselves up and hear us,
give us respect, and labor for good for the human
beings we are.”

____

“It’s good to know where to turn when you need help.”
____

“Anything to bridge the gap is good.”

This newsletter is about bridging the gap to make
sure everyone in your community has the informa-
tion needed to prevent domestic violence and to let
victims know where to get help. I look forward to
working with you towards this goal.

Sincerely,
John Larsen, Safe Passage Grant Coordinator

This project was supported by Grant No. 2004-WR-AX-0015 awarded
by the Office on Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of
Justice. The opinions, findings, conclusions and recommendations
expressed in this publication are those of the author and do not
necessarily reflect the views of the Department of Justice, Office on
Violence Against Women.

“I have learned that I don’t have

to follow someone’s belief system in

order to acknowledge that it exists

or others value it.”

Harriet Cole, Author

John welcomes your comments or

questions for upcoming newsletters.
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What Is Cohabitant Abuse?
Cohabitant abuse is when a person hurts a husband,

wife, boy/girlfriend, roommate, partner or the parent of
their unborn child. Often, the definition of “cohabi-
tant” is used to determine if a person, either male or
female, is a victim of domestic violence. If you are a
being hurt and want help, ask yourself these questions
to determine if you are a victim of domestic violence or
cohabitant abuse:

✦ Is this person a spouse?

✦ Is this person living with me?

✦ Is this person related by blood or marriage to me?

✦ Do I have a child in common with this person?

✦ Is this person the biological parent of my unborn
child?

If you answered yes to any of these questions,
please call a free, confidential hotline: 1-800-897-
LINK (5465)



Resources
The Safe Passage Grant provides the following

resources for adult victims of domestic violence from
plural families and their children. There are no other
requirements to qualify for assistance, services are
free and information is kept strictly confidential.

✦ Housing Assistance
Money is available for transitional housing.

✦ Legal Representation
Free legal help is available for divorce and
custody issues.

✦ Transportation
Shelters and law enforcement can be reimbursed
for transporting victims for services. Victims can
also get bus passes.

✦ Emergency Housing & Food
Victims may be able to stay at a hotel and get
groceries if they are not able to stay at a shelter
because of safety or space issues.

✦ Domestic Violence Linkline
The grant expanded the Domestic Violence
Linkline to a 24-hour service (800) 897-LINK.

✦ Victim Advocate & Case Manager
Both positions assist victims in finding housing,
employment, education, counseling resources
and legal help.

✦ Shelter Security
The grant provides additional security at the
DOVE Center in St. George.

✦ Washington County Sheriff
A deputy patrols the Hildale area to provide
additional public safety. Contact by cell:
(435) 467-1271

Upcoming Events
✦ Women’s Support Group

Women from polygamous communities meet once
a week in Southern Utah to discuss topics such as
parenting, family problems, child abuse and
domestic violence.
Contact John Larsen, (435) 652-2953

They also meet in the Salt Lake City area.
Contact Pat Merkley, (801) 747-2300

✦ Nurturing Families Program
The Dove Center is offering a parenting class for
plural families. The program helps build strong
families by emphasizing respect, empathy and
cooperation.
Contact Lynda Whitlock (435) 628-1204

✦ Safety Net Meetings
The Safety Net Committee is comprised of
representatives from govern-
ment agencies, non-profit
groups and polygamous
communities. They meet
monthly to ensure plural
families have equal access to
justice, safety and services. See
meeting times below:

• April 7, 2006, 10:00 a.m. - noon
Colorado City School, 255 N. Cottonwood St.,
Colorado City, Arizona

• May 5, 2006, 10:00 a.m. – noon
DCFS, 377-B East Riverside Drive, St. George

• June 7, 2006, 1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.
Clearfield Job Corps, 20 West 1700 South
(Antelope Drive), Clearfield, Utah

We hope to hold a Community Resource Fair in
the Hildale and Colorado City area this year. More
information will be forthcoming.

Featured Partners
Utah Legal Services is a private, non-profit

organization that provides free legal assistance to
low-income people in a
variety of civil legal
matters. It has special
programs for victims of
domestic violence and
has received funding
to provide culturally
sensitive help for victims
from polygamous communi-
ties in Utah and Arizona. A
number of legal concerns, including child custody,
child support, housing and income can bring
additional barriers to resolving an abusive situation.
Call our intake lines Monday through Friday
between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. at 1-800-662-4245, or
local in Salt Lake at 801-328-8891. If you are a
victim, find a safe time to call and you will be able to
speak to an attorney or paralegal during that first
call. If you need help outside these times or have any
trouble getting through our intake system, call the
Linkline anytime at 1-800-897-LINK (5465).

Safe Passage Contacts
✦ Utah Domestic Violence Information Line

(800) 897-LINK (5465)

✦ Safe Talk Helpline (National D.V. Hotline)
(866) 9-SAFE-99 or (866) 972-3399

✦ Safe Passage Grant Coordinator
John Larsen, DCFS
(435) 652-2953, johnlarsen@utah.gov
377-A E. Riverside Drive,
St. George, UT 84790


